
The First Day of School is Wednesday, August
26th. Doors open at 8:00am and the school day

starts at 8:15am. Students must be in their
classrooms before 8:15am. Entering after 8:15am

will be considered tardy

Back to School Newsletter 2026

WELCOME BACKWELCOME BACKWELCOME BACK
TO SCHOOLTO SCHOOLTO SCHOOL

Welcome Back Night will be on Monday, August
24th. Pre-K through 4th grades will be from 5:00-
5:45pm. Grades 5 through 8 will be from 5:45 to
6:30pm with an informational session beginning

at 6:00pm.  
This is a great time to come meet Mrs. Stratton

and Mrs. Leake, see your teachers, check out the
improvements of the school building, and drop

off all of your supplies. There will also be an
informational table in the “Big Room” for any

students and/or families who are interested in
receiving any sacraments. 

back to schoolback to school  back to school 
BACK TO SCHOOL 

Drop off is between 8:00 and 8:15 am. Morning prayer
will begin at 8:15am and students will be marked

tardy at this time. All students should arrive as close
to 8:00am as possible to get organized for the day
prior to Morning Prayer. Being at Morning Prayer is

essential as this is not only a beautiful way for us to
start our day together, but it is also where important

information is shared and announcements are
made. There will be no carline in the mornings. Only

staff vehicles should be entering the parking lot
before 8:30am. We ask that families dropping off

their students park on the street and utilize the
crosswalk. This is for everyone’s safety. Please also

be aware that parking is only allowed on one side of
the street (NOT the school side) and please do not

park in front of a driveway. Pre-K families are
required to walk their child into the Pre-K building.
Families are welcome to walk their K-8 child in for
the first three days. Students will then be asked to

enter the building independently. This helps students
gain confidence and independence. If you need to

speak with a teacher, please contact them via email
and set up a meeting at a time when they’re not

responsible for students. 

Drop OffDrop Off        & Start Time& Start Time  Drop Off‌  ‌& Start Time 

In the afternoons, families may park on School Street
and walk to get their children at 2:45pm when

students come outside for carline. Families are not
permitted to park in the parking lot during dismissal. It

is for the carline only. Walkers will be dismissed first.
Then carline will proceed. Families may start lining up
at 2:30pm—no earlier. If a different family member is

picking up a child, please be sure a note is sent in
prior. Please be conscious of staff members that may
be walking to cars and leaving the parking lot. Also, be
aware of carline proceeding and people around you. 

Book Fees DueBook Fees Due  Book Fees Due 
PRESCHOOL: $100 

KINDERGARTEN: $150 
GRADES 1-5: $175 

 GRADES 6-8: $180 
*STUDENTS WILL NOT RECEIVE THEIR TEXT

BOOKS UNTIL BOOK FEES HAVE BEEN
COLLECTED *

DismissalDismissal  Dismissal 
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Summer ReadingSummer Reading
RequirementRequirement  

Summer Reading
Requirement 

MIDDLE SCHOOL 

This is a friendly reminder that all middle schoolers, grades 5-8, will
have their summer reading assignments due on the first day of
school. Students were given the assignment at the end of last
school year and it was also attached to the July Newsletter. 

Students are required to read one grade-level/reading-level novel
(no graphic novels, please!) and complete activities attached HERE. 

TO SEE THE LIST OF
SUPPLIES NEEDED 
FOR EACH GRADE 

LEVEL, PLEASE
 REFER TO THE JULY
NEWSLETTER HERE

If you are new to our school or you have not joined already, you are invited to use our school’s information
management system – FACTS SIS or Renweb. This is a private and secure parent portal that will allow parents to

see academic information specific to their children, while protecting their children’s information from others.
This is specifically helpful for grades 3 and up to see assignments and grades, etc. We also use their Alert

System for school emergencies and weather related delays and closings. We hope to improve our
communication with you by using their features. Please create an account if you have not done so already. To

create an account in the Parent Portal, click here. Our District code is SH-VT.

Tardies & AbsencesTardies & Absences  Tardies & Absences 
It is in our mission to provide excellence in academics and it is important that families have their children to

school on time each day in order for that aspect of our mission to be met. It is a partnership. Please be
considerate and keep children home in the case of illness but do not allow students to miss for unnecessary
reasons. Instruction starts at 8:15am. If students are not in their classrooms by that time, they will be marked

tardy. Being present in the morning is important for being organized and starting the day feeling settled,
unrushed, and aware of certain expectations. Routine tardiness is disruptive to both teachers and other

students. Absences will be marked as “excused” or “unexcused”. Parents should call the office and communicate
an absence by 9:00am. If a parent communicates an absence, we will consider that absence excused. If a parent

is reporting that a student is sick for 3 or more days in a row, the school has the right to ask for a doctor’s note.
After 20 absences, excused or unexcused, a meeting may be called with the family. If a student misses a large

number of school days, they may not be promoted to the next grade level.

DOORS OPENDOORS OPENDOORS OPEN
at 8:00am
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FgB0Ov2Awi19Tyqg5CB_NyAeKWUW0rGx4Ej9hMLnKlM/edit?tab=t.0
https://sacredheartbennington.org/wp-content/uploads/JULY-2026-NEWSLETTER.pdf
https://sis.factsmgt.com/accounts/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2Faccounts%2Fconnect%2Fauthorize%2Fcallback%3Fclient_id%3DfamilyPortalCode%26redirect_uri%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fsis.factsmgt.com%252Ffamily-portal%252Fsignin-oidc%26response_type%3Dcode%26scope%3Dopenid%2520profile%2520familyPortalUserInfo%2520familyPortalUserConfig%2520offline_access%2520ftApi%26code_challenge%3Dl_RMg-T4ezk5_kKXkdUYeJQFciAA21QRbYCtaxuLHw8%26code_challenge_method%3DS256%26response_mode%3Dform_post%26nonce%3D639220612985831852.YjE2NDFlNzItZmVhOC00YjBlLTgxOTgtNDQ0YjBjODhhOTRiNmQ0YTQxNGYtY2U3ZS00ZjA5LTk4NmItNGM4ODhlMDJlNjYz%26state%3DCfDJ8Lq1N5Cgm6tFnilnlNGlkcF5pt_JNTfQmBa9QYe6vGza0An-y2Jd-Vv9mGfEwGuvdNje_7DxpWhxecv-QppTWaGNfDbSIdbjovoTG4Y8NjlCUdfSpFzhJSBT3VlN1XQ6ZzI6rcdvqpY9TiCTDoFB9abUPsAh5tP40kRS8MasOj1OMApR6BBAMO4HYwkdtaV5kXA0zkJPXypC85VrqhDSecyDyf05puOIwDA8eyzcC-mpRrYUY4JNloSvX1YPdZGokqRDswe55KFS8-bSvkqLMtViwTQWMJS536UAI7E3aa3EFMVJBbkgKXETpRcuxYf3t7_ipPVcONzjGqxOhBoh2SYyh0bmIvu9-U67Fuvlo-cOPTPssJ_3hMykeVHsYzQN9itJOd9V3-kqlQhSUy_lz-Ml9xrEImVB9TmypB2nMAzNfzT7Eu2ERaJMvp5zHC54Bf1jmVxiZy6oeQB0vSn1CdA-SabtjQNVOgLhXQgbTWG1xVvfml8v0dskFDeAwne8xQ%26x-client-SKU%3DID_NET10_0%26x-client-ver%3D8.19.1.0


Volunteer Opportunities: 

Each family is expected to support and participate in the fund-raising activities of the parish/school. This means
each family shares in the responsibility of educating our children and show, by example, the importance and value
of service. As stated in tuition contracts, the amount of service a family gives to our school will be assessed when

considering tuition assistance in the future– families need to give back to the community in order to be considered
for tuition assistance. 

Lunch Servers 

We are currently seeking volunteers to help serve lunch to our kiddos on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and
Fridays. Lunch service starts at 11:00am and ends at 12:30am. If you or another family member is willing and/or able

to help serve lunch on one of these days, please reach out to Kristi Segura in the office! 

Room Parents & Members of the PTG 

What are “Room Parents”?: “Room Parents” are a group of 2-3 parents in each grade level who organize: 1.)
classroom holiday celebrations (Halloween, Christmas, Valentine’s Day), 2.) healthy snacks for standardized testing,

3.) baskets for certain fundraisers, and 4.) end-of-year teacher gifts. Room Parent sign ups are organized with the
classroom teacher at “Welcome Back Night” each year. 

Room parents will communicate with all the parents of the class and the homeroom teacher to accomplish the
items listed above throughout the school year. Room parents can change from year-to-year. 

What is the “Parent-Teacher Group (PTG)”: The Parent-Teacher Group is a group of parents, teachers and staff that
is intended to facilitate parental participation and will be responsible for the organization of community events and

fundraisers, along with working to bring new experiences to the students at the school. 

There will be monthly PTG meetings and committees will be formed to facilitate the planning of schoolwide
community events and fundraisers. We will be doing a special fundraiser, specifically for the PTG, for funds for the

necessities for the above events. The more our families and staff work together, the easier it is for us to live our
mission of providing a valuable and faith-filled education and fulfill the calling that Christ has asked of us. 

Please note that all green polos, short and long-sleeved, must be
purchased from the uniform supplier as they must have the school

logo embroidered. Skirts for the middle school girls may not be
rolled at the waist and must be a decent length. Skirts must fall

below mid-thigh. This length rule is also applicable for any clothing
worn on a “no-uniform” day. Please address this at home. Please

also remember that socks must be white, black, or navy blue crew
socks. “No show” socks are not allowed. Girls may wear knee socks

with skirts/jumpers.

UniformsUniforms  Uniforms 
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Monday, August 24th-- 
Welcome Back Night 

5:00pm - PK-4  Gradesth

5:45pm- 5  -8  Gradesth th

Wednesday, August 26th-- 
First Day of School! 

Friday, August 28th-- 
Mass with the Bishop 9:00am at

Church

Monday, September 7th-- 
Labor Day 

NO SCHOOL  

NEW STUDENTS AND FAMILIES

CLAUDIA BABIC
QUIONN CARTER

CALLIE COLE
 CAMERON COLE

CASH DICKIE
CAYSON FLORIANI

CEDAR KIMBALL
TESSA KOGUT

ASHER LACASSE
KENDALL MAIN

BRAYDEN MESSENGER
GEMMA MURPHY

BRIELLA O’DELL
EILEE O’NEIL
OLIVIA RICE

TY ROSE

We are 
so gla

d to ha
ve you

 in

our co
mmunity!

Families who need to be at their work prior to 8:00am have the opportunity to drop off their students as
early as 7:30am. To staff this program, we must charge families for this service. Emergency contact
information and payment must be received prior to the student/s utilizing the programs. The cost is

$3/day or $15/week. Families will also need to provide a letter from their employer stating the necessity
that their employee be at work by 8:00am. Children will not be able to be dropped off until the letter and
payment have been received. We must be sure families realize that this is a service for working families

who require this service as there is limited staff, therefore there are limited spots. If your family was
approved for this service last year, you do not need to provide documentation again unless you have

changed employers. Before School Care will not be offered in the case of a delay to the start of the
school day. 

The After School Care program will run very similar to how it has in the past. Older children will
participate in Homework Club on Mondays through Thursdays. After 4:00pm, students will join the

younger group until they are picked up by their family. The cost will remain at $5 for the first hour, until
4:00pm, and $10 for the entire duration of the program, until 5:00pm. Families MUST pick up their child on

time. The after-school program is not offered on early release days. 

Again, all paperwork and payment must be received prior to the student attending the before and
afterschool programs. Be on the lookout for afterschool enrichment programs that will be offered

throughout the school year. Forms will be available at Welcome Back Night to sign up. Both Before and
After School Care will begin on the first day of school, Wednesday, August 26th.

Before & After School CareBefore & After School Care  Before & After School Care 

THESE IMPORTANT DATES IN 
AUGUST & SEPTEMBER

I hope that our families have enjoyed a summer filled with rest, laughter, and time together, and that you are
beginning this new school year with excitement and anticipation. There is always something special about the
start of a new school year—the building comes alive again, familiar faces return, and we are reminded of the

wonderful community we are blessed to be a part of.
Our dedicated staff has been working throughout the summer to prepare our classrooms, our building, and, most
importantly, our hearts for the year ahead. I am incredibly grateful for all they do each day to nurture, encourage,

and support our students.
At the School of Sacred Heart St. Francis de Sales, we are more than a school—we are a family united by faith,
love, and a commitment to helping each child grow academically, spiritually, socially, and emotionally. I thank
God every day for the privilege of serving this incredible community and for the opportunity to work alongside

such caring families and staff.
As we begin another school year, I am filled with hope and excitement for all that God has in store for us. May this
year be one of growth, joy, learning, and countless blessings. I look forward to working together as a school family

to make it a wonderful year for our students.
Welcome back, Saints! I can't wait to see you all at Welcome Back Night!

From Mrs. McKennaFrom Mrs. McKenna      From Mrs. McKenna‌  
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